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SERMON. 



GALATIANSy I. 11, 12. 

I certify yon, brethren, that the gospel, which was preached of me, is not 
after man ; for I neither received H of man, neither was I taught it, but by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

St Paul introduces this Episde, in his usual manner, by an- 
nouncing his authority" as an apostle. It was in this character 
he addressed the Christians at Galatia, and wherever he had 
preached the gospel and planted a church. The condition and 
circumstances of the primitive Christians, and the conduct of 
the Jewish zealots, who were everywhere springing up, and, as- 
suming the character of christian teachers, were endeavoring to 
incorporate something with Christianity, that did not belong to 
it, and to excite suspicion and jealousy against Paul as an apos- 
tle, made it necessary for him in all his epistles to assert his 
authority and to vindicate his character, as an ambassador and 
minister of Jesus Christ. So extraordinary were the circum- 
stances attending his conversion, and the. revelation which he 
had received from his divine Master, that he did not consider 
himself inferior to the very chief of the aposdes. With equal 
confidence he appeals, for his ministry and apostleship, to Jesus 
Christ, and^God the Father, who raised him from the dead. 
Convinced as he was of the truth and reality of the heavenly 
vision, which resulted in his conversion to Christianity, and in 
Ills knowledge of the nature and purpose of our Lord's mission, 
he is ready to certify to all the churches, that the gospel, which 
he- had already preached to them, was not after men — that it 
was no human invention, and had no earthly origin — that h« 



neither received it of man, neither was he taught it, except bj 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

In discoursing from these words, on this occasion, my purpose 
is to shew, in the first place, on what St Paul grounded his au- 
thority as an apostle, with the inference that may be drawn from 
his history, relative to the truth and divine origin of the religion 
which he taught ; and secondly, to consider what he did teach 
as the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

This being ascertained, we shall have found in St Paul an 
example to guide our faith as Christians, and our teaching as 
the ministers of Christ. 

No one, I believe, has ever doubted whether there were such 
a man as Saul of Tarsus, in the beginning of the christian era. 
The place of his birth, the celebrated master under whom he 
received his education as a Jew, his early prejudices agamst 
Christ as the Messiah, and his persecution of his followers, are 
so minutely stated, that, on the presumption that the story was 
all a fiction, it would have been easily detected and exposed. 
The enemies of Christianity, at the time, and ever since, would 
have felt a particular interest in exposing the imposture, ai ^ in 
showing that the scriptural account did not correspond witl' the 
facts. But as this has never been done, and as no onu, with 
any pretence to superior knowledge, has ever called in question 
Paul's account of himself previous to bis conversion, we may 
safely believe him when he says, in his appeal to his own coun- 
trymen, ' I am verily a man, which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, 
a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city, at the feet of Ga- 
maliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of 
the fathers, and was zealous towards God, as ye all are this day. 
And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and deliver- 
ing into prison both men and women. As also the high priest 
doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders ; from 
whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went t.* 
Damascus, tabring them which were there, bound unto Jerusa- 
lem for to be pvinfehed.' * This is Paul's own story respecting 

* Acts, xxii. 



himself before his conversion to Christianity. And for the truth 
of it he appeals to them, by whom his person and character 
were well known. It cannot be disputed. How then shall we 
account for the sudden and very great change, that took place 
in the mind and conduct of such a man as Saul of Tarsus — a 
zealous Jew, of the bigoted sect of the Pharisees, with all the 
advantages for the best education that could be given him under 
one of the most learned of the Jewish Rabbies, with a mind 
strongly prejudiced in favor of the religion of his country, and 
against tlie religion of Jesus Christ, and madly bent on the de- 
struction of his followers ? No ordinary means, surely, could 
have effected such a change in such a mind, and under such 
circumstances. It was a miracle; and intended to be considered 
altogether distinct from God's ordinary method of procedure in 
the conversion of sinners. So Paul considered it ; and the cir- 
cumstances under which it took place are related by himself. 
There were other witnesses besides of the scene and the resuk, 
who would have contradicted the account, if it had not been 
true. 

What, then, were the means employed by infinite wisdom to 
bring about so great a change in the mind of this inveterate 
enemy of Christianity, and an exceedingly enraged persecutor 
of the saints ? Ana what were the circumstances attending this 
revelation of Jesus Christ ? Saul was now on Ris way to Da- 
mascus, with audiority and a commission from the high priests 
and elders, to arrest, and bind, and bring to punishment the fol- 
lowers of Jesus ; and * At midday,' he says to Agrippa, *Isaw 
in the way a light from heaven above the brightness of the sun, 
shining round about me, and them who journeyed with me. And 
when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking 
unto me, and saying, in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest tliou me ? it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.'* Such an overwhelming splendor, exceeding the 
brightness of a meridian sun, and a voice that thundered out his 

* Acts, xxvi. 



name in a language which he could not misunderstand, and utter- 
ing such a severe rebuke against this reviler and blasphemer, 
must have arrested his progress, and shaken the cruel and im- 
pious purpose of his heart. It was enough to prostrate him and 
his companions to the ground. He could not but feel a desire 
to know what this extraordinary appearance meant. That it 
was something supernatural he could not doubt. And he was 
confirmed m his convictions by what followed. * And I said, 
Who art thou. Lord ? And he said, I am Jesus, whom thou 
persecutest ; * showing the mtimate union that subsists between 
Christ and his disciples. But the reproof was tempered with 
benignity and mercy. There was no breaking of the bruised 
reed ; no quenching of the dimly burning taper. He who had 
wounded could heal again. The light of the body was indeed 
extinguished ; but there was a spark within, which needed only 
to be carefully and tenderly nourished and cherished, to be kin- 
dled to a flame — not a flame that would consume, but enlighten, 
and cheer, and comfort a dark and benighted world. Jesus con- 
tinues, ' But rise and stand upon thy feet ; for I have appeared 
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness 
both of those things which thou hast seen, and of tliose things 
in the which I will appear unto thee ; delivering thee from the 
people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee ; to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive for- 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among them that are sanctified 
by faith that is in me.' Here was not only a prediction of the 
events that did happen to Paul, and of the deliverances he ex- 
perienced ; but a declaration also of the design and purposes of 
God in thus revealing his Son in him. 

There was great wisdom in making this miraculous manifesta- 
tion to such a character as Paul. He was an important and 
most eflScient agent in any cause in which his heart was engaged. 
The Jews, especially the persecuting sect of the Pharisees, lost 
a valuable. auxiliary in his conversion to Christianity. And the 
little baind of martyrs to the cause of truth and righteousness 



gained more than their enemies had lost ; for to his natural abili- 
ties, and the knowledge acquired by the best advantages for a 
Jewish education, there was now added light from heaven, 
strength that was perfected in weakness, and grace sufficient for 
every exigency. Who could doubt the reality of such a revela- 
tion, or the authority which it conferred ? Paul did not doubt ; 
neither was he disobedient to the heavenly vision. He confer- 
red not with flesh and blood. So fully satisfied was he of his 
authority to preach Jesus and the resurrection, that he did not 
wait to be instructed by those who were apostles before him. It 
was more than three years before he saw even Peter. He be- 
gan immediately at Damascus, on receiving his sight, of which 
he had been deprived * by the glory of that light' which shone 
around him, to * preach the faith which once he destroyed.' 
The Jews, who dwelt at Damascus, were astonished and con- 
founded, by seeing the very man who so recently was persecut- 
ing the Christians even to death, and reviling and blaspheming 
their crucified Master, so suddenly becoming one of them, and 
'provmg. that this is very Christ.' But, notwithstandmg their 
Fi'" •'^/--ment, they admitted the fact; and many through his- 
p .g beheved, and were satisfied, from the miracle and the 

ir.}je&dcx produced by it, that Paul had received his commission 
as an apostle, not from man — not fi*om any human origin, or 

? earthly tribunal — but from Jesus Christ, and God the Father^ 
who raised him from the dead. 

And what stronger evidence could be given of such authority 
than Paul has given ? What better or higher qualification for 
such an office, than a special revelation fi-om the risen and ex- 
alted Messiah ? He was, indeed, afterwards acknowledged by 
. tlie other disciples as an apostle ; and in testimony of their ac- 
h- 'edgment of him in this character, he received from them 
ru: right hand of fellowship. But they imparted to him no new 

-* i*iiitiority. They added nothing to his knowledge or his faith. 
In the revelations that were made to him at difierent times by 
his Lord, he was furnished with a complete knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, and of the design and purpose of the divine mission of 
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Jesus Christ. So that ' in nothing was he a whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles.'. 

In the controversy with the Judaizing teachers respecting cir- 
cumcision, he spoke, after the example of his Master, like one 
having authority. He understood his subject, and knew how 
to estimate and maintain his rights as a christian and as an apos- 
tle. He knew what the revelation, which he had received of 
his Lord, taught and required, and he determined to submit to 
no human appendages or corruptions. When they sought to 
entangle the Gentile christians in a yoke of bondage, he boldly 
resisted this early encroachment upon christian liberty, and re- 
solved to ' give place to them by subjection, no, not for an 
hour.'* But this independence of character was maintained in 
perfect consistency with the temper and spirit of Christianity. 
The weapons of his warfare were not carnal. He used no 
armour, but the armour of God — no weapons, but the shield of 
faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit. 
With these he contended earnestly for the faith, and vanquished 
his eaemies, and was more than conqueror, through him who 
loved us. 

But the speeches and epistles of St Paul bear further testi- 
mony to his authority as an apostle, and to the trutli and divine 
original of the religion which he taught. Notliing can exceed 
the strength of his reasoning, or the sublimity and pathos of his 
eloquence. His addresses and writings breathe the spirit of 
heavenly wisdom, and discover a mind that has received ' light 
above the brightness of the sun.' ' His very soul speaks in all 
his writings. There is that undissembled zeal for the glory of 
God and the salvation of mankind 5 that moral courage ; that 
disregard to his own interest, when it interfered with higher 
views ; that freedom and boldness of expression ; that life and 
spirit, which are hard to be counterfeited. The same force 
and energy, which animated all his actions, and empowered 
him to spread the gospel from east to west, ennobles all his 
compositions ; and it would be almost as impossible for an im- 

* Gal. ii. 5. 
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poster to write as Paul did, as it would be to act as he did.' 
* There is an exact resemblance in his speeches and in his 
epistles. In both there is the same greatness of soul, the same 
glowing language, the same elevated thoughts, warm from the 
heart. In both he speaks and writes with too animated a zeal 
to be a cold deceiver; with too much sense, solidity, and con- 
sistency,, to be an enthusiast.' 

But for them who doubt the reality of Paul's heavenly vision, 
and would attempt to account for it as the effect of an ardent 
temper, a heated imagination, or strongly excited and enthusi- 
astic feelings ; and would persuade themselves to believe, thaf 
there are in other human compositions equal power, arid 
strength, and sublimity, and pathos, I have another considera- 
tion, viz. the miracles performed by this same apostle in the 
course of his ministry — ^the signs and wonders, which God did 
by him. And for witnesses of the power displayed in these 
miracles, I might refer them to Elymas, the Sorcerer ; to the 
impotent man at Lystra ; to the jailor and his family ; to Euty- 
chus, the young man whom Paul raised from the dead ; to the 
barbarous people on the Island of Melita, who saw him shake 
the deadly viper from his hand, without alarm and without 
injuiy. Surely, if these benighted heathen took him for a god^ 
because he escaped unhurt from the grasp of death, they who 
are favored with more light, and enjoy better advantages, may 
safely receive and confide in him as a servant of the Most High 
God, and an authorized messenger of his bejoved Son, who 
hath shown to the world the way of salvation. 

Are impostors, I ask, entrusted by heaven with such mighty 
power? Do fanatics give such proof of divine authority, and of 
the agency and influence of God ? Are they able, by a word, 
, to inflict such signal and miraculous punishment upon the ene- 
mies of the cross ; or to reward with so much compassion and 
beneficence its friends ? To cause the cripple from his birth 
instantly to stand upright, and walk, and leap ? To open the 
iron bars of the prison, and cast off their chains, and yet not to 
escape themselves? Aye, to restore the dead to life, and dis- 
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arm the viperous monster of his power to kill, or to harm ? 
What is the inference ? Why, that Paul was an apostle, not of 
men, neither by man ; but by Jesus Christ, and God the Fadier, 
who raised him from the dead ; and that the gospel, which he 
preached, was not after man ; for he neither received of man, 
neither was he taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Permit me now, my fi-iends, to ask whether a man producing 
such credentials as these be worthy of credit ? Can we believe, 
and safely confide in him for the truth and correctness of wha^ 
he relates ? Has a religion, taught by such a preacher, and 
enforced by such miraculous power, any claim to our faith, our 
confidence, and our obedience? Every fair, every candid, 
unprejudiced mind, it seems to me, must answer in the affirma- 
tive. What, then, I ask again, did Paul teach as the revelation 
of Jesus Christ ; and what did he require both Jews and Genr 
tiles to believe and to do, in order to inherit eternal life ? 

II. These inquiries I proposed, in the second place, to answer. 

And the answer may be found in the discourses and addresses 
of St Paul, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. If thc.-e 
be carefully examined, and sincerely and cordially embrac A 
and practised, they will prove * the wisdom of God, and die 
power of God, unto salvation to every one that believeth. His 
epistles were written subsequently, to vindicate his character as 
an apostle ; to correct some errors that had sprung up in the 
churches, which he had akeady planted ; and to enlarge upon 
the practical duties of Christianity. But they contain no new 
doctrine — nothing different from what he had already taught. 
If it should seem otherwise, it must be beoaOse they are not 
understood, or have been wrested from the original meaning 
and purpose of the author. The context more than intimates 
that the Galatians had already received from Paul and his fel- 
low laborers, previous to this epistie, the very gospel whic^ 
been revealed to him by Jesus Christ. Why else si jaiu ut 
have said, * If any man preach any other gospel unto you, than 
that ye have received^ — meanbg already, ' let him be anathema- 
tized.' He pretended to no new revelation different from what 
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the other apostles had received from their Lord ; but seems to 
have understood, more clearly than they, his commission to ex- 
tend to the Gentiles. The scales of prejudice were removed 
at once from his mind's eye ; and he appears to have learned 
from the begmning, what Peter was slow of heart to believe, 
that, * Of a truth, God is no respecter of persons ; but that in 
every naticm he that feareth him and worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him.'* 

As Christianity was a new religion in the world, and as St 
Paul was miraculously called, and qualified, and commissioned, 
to propagate it amongst Jews and Gentiles, with a view to con- 
vert them to the christian faith, it was important and necessary 
for him to state clearly and distincdy, in the outset, what this 
religion was — ^who was its founder, and by whom, and for what 
purpose, he was raised up, and anointed, and commissioned, 
and sealed, and sent into the world. This he did in all the 
regions and cities whither he went, and wherever he planted a 
church. From the time he commenced his public ministry in 
the synagogues at Damascus, until he finished and sealed it 
with his blood at Rome, he ceased not to declare and prove, 
that Jesus was the son of God — that he was the very Christ — 
whose coming was foretold by the ancient prophets, -and the 
truth and divinity of whose mission were demonsti-ated by his 
resurrection from the dead. This last, and most important- fact, 
the apostle asserted in every place, and appealed to it, as an 
evidence of the tnith of Christianity, and a pledge and earnest, 
to all believers of immortal life and glory in the mansions above. 
'Jesus and the resurrection' were his constant theme 5 but it 
was always Jesus the Son of God — Jesus the very Christ — ^the 
Messiah; or the anointed of Gcd ; but never Jesus Christ the 
Supreme God and Father of all. Whether addressing a Jewish 
or a Gentile audience, this idea never seems to have crossed 
his mind. In his view, they are distinct Beings, as are any 
other father and son ; and he deemed it important to preserve 
the distinction, united as they were in mind, in spirit, in purposei 

*Act8, X. 34, 35. 
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and affection, in all he said and wrote. He seems never to 
lose sight of it. Whether claiming his authority as an aposde, 
or greeting the churches, or directing the form of their worship, 
or announcing the revelation that was made to him, still the 
same distmction is maintained. He was an* aposde hy Jesus 
Christ, and God the Father, who raised up Christ from the 
dead. He directs Christians to give thanks always for all things 
unto Grod the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
* And it pleased God,' he says, ' who called me by his grace, to 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the hea- 
then.'* And it is worthy of notice, that of all the charges 
which the Jews brought against him of subverting their religion, 
defiling the temple, and preaching heresy, they never charge 
him with saying, that Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, was 
the very Jehovah, whom they were taught to acknowledge and 
worship as the One and only Lord God. Now, as this was a 
fundamental doctrine in the religion of the Jews, if he had 
represented Jesus Christ, whom they had crucified and slain, 
not simply as the Son of (Jod — not as the very Christ, the 
Messiah merely 5 — ^but as the invisible, the immutable Jehovah, 
whom no man hath seen, or can see, and live — ^it seems increc - 
ble, on the supposition that the apostle preached this doctrine, 
that this should not have been among the first charges alleged 
agamst him. So far firom this being the fact, they never appear 
to have hinted at it. It was for representing Jesus as the 
Prophet, of whom Moses spake — as the Messiah, whose coming 
had been foretold by their own prophets — ^for declaring him to 
be the Son of the Father, and that God raised him fi-om the 
dead — and that the Gentiles equally with the Jews were admit- 
ted to the privileges, benefits, and hopes of the gospel of Christ — 
that he was accused, condemned, and persecuted even to the 
death by his enemies. Soon after his heavenly vision, while 
his mind was yet filled with the revelation which he had just 
received, ' Straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God.* They bdeed heard him with 

* Gal. chap. 1. 
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amazement preaching the faith, which he so recently destroyed. 
' But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews that dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.' 
It was for this * the Jews took counsel to kill him.' 

In a long dbcourse addressed to a mixed assembly at An- 
tioch, composed of Jews and Gentiles — after glancing at the 
history of his countrymen from their emancipation from Egyptian 
bondage down to the christian era — ^tracing the genealogy of 
Jesus, the Saviour of Israel, to die seed of David, according to 
the flesh — shewing how the prophecies relating to him were all 
fulfilled by their rejecting, condemning, and crucifying him — 
saying how God raised him firom the dead, as a demonstration 
of his divine mission, and a pledge for the resurrection of his 
followers to eternal life — ^the apostle proclaimed to his audience, 
that the word of this salvation was sent to them ; — that it de- 
clared to them glad tidings, in fulfilling to them the promise 
made to their fathers, seeing that Grod had raised up Jesus 
again ; — that through him was now preached unto them the 
forgiveness of sins ; — and that * by him all that believe are justi- 
fied from all things, from which they could not be justified by the 
law of Moses'* — or the observance of the Jewish ritual. Paul 
and his associate and fellow-laborer, Barnabas, supposed that 
they had preached to this assembly the doctrines of grace ; for 
they persuaded many of the Jews and religious proselytes, who 
were disposed to follow them, ' to continue in the grace of God 5' 
that is, in the faith of the doctrines, which they had preached 
to them. Now, throughout this whole discourse of St Paul, 
there is no allusion to what in later times has been embraced and 
inculcated as belonging to the doctrines of grace, and the belief 
of which has been deemed and urged as essential to salvation. 

Nothing resembling the creeds, and confessions, and formulas of 
human mvention fi'om Athanasius down to the present time. If 
the aposde did preach these doctrines on this occasion, the 
sacred historian, strange as it may appear, did not deem them 
of sufficient importance to be recorded. But there is a mor»I 

* Acts, 13. 
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certainty that he did not preach them ; and that they are another 
gospel from that which Paul preached at Antioch. 

If it be asked, whether St Paul's own conversicai be not an 
instance of irresistible grace ? (which is among the doctrines 
referred to idbove ;) I answer that Paul's conversion was a mir- 
acle, and is not to be considered as a pledge for God's ordinary 
procedure in the conversion of sinners. It was intended to 
convince him, that Jesus, whom be had persecuted, was indeed 
and in truth the very Christ ; that his gospel was a revelation 
from heaven ; to satisfy him, that he was authorized as an aposde 
to preach it ; and to provide him with credentials for going forth 
as an ambassador and minister of Jesus Christ to propagate it in 
the world. The outward call was indeed irresistible. But the 
apostle intimates, that he was at liberty, in his subsequent con- 
duct, to obey or to disobey 5 but aware of the consequences of 
disregardmg so clear a manifestation of the divine will, * he was 
not disobedient to the heavenly vision.' And let it be remem- 
bered, that whatever confidence Paul had in this miracle to 
satisfy bis mind that Jesus was the Messiah, and that he was 
now a chosen vessel, and authorized to be a witness to the truth, 
and to propagate it in the world — he did not rely on this cir- 
cumstance alone to fit him for the enjoyment of eternal life. 
He did not count himself * as though he had akeady attained, 
to this felicity, either were already perfected' for the enjoyment 
of it. His course was not yet finished. There was something 
more to be done ; and * this one thing he did, forgetting those 
-.: -.^things, which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
i' «'" j r-^^WS are before, he pressed towards the mark for the prize of 
i • tJiS^^gh calling of God in Christ Jesus.' He laboured continually 
.-,--. to * keep under his body, and bring it into subjection, lest that 
,^ %iimy means, when he had preached to others, he himself should 
be a castaway.'* 

This apostle thought himself pure from the blood of his coun- 
trymen by bearing testimony to tliis simple truth, that Jesus was 
the Christ. He supposed that he had kept back nothing that 

* 1 Cor. ix. 27.— PhU. iii. 13, 14. 
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was profitable, after teaching them publicly and from house to 
house, testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, re- 
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These doctrines he did preach, and, in defending and maintain- 
ing them, he was ready, not to be bound only, but also to die. 
And for preaching them he was bound, and like a martyr, died. 
The burden of Paul's preaching, especially to the Jews, was 
explaining the Jewish prophecies, and shewing their application 
to the person and character, the sufferings, death, and resurrec- 
tion Ox Jesus Christ ; thus proving him to be the very Messiah, 
spoken of in their own scriptures, and whom they were still 
looking for. Witli respect to tb Gentiles, conformably to the 
revelation, which he had received from his Lord, he labored 
to open the ayes of their understanding, and to turn them from 
moral darkness to spiritual light, and from the power of supersti- 
tion, idolatry, and sin, to the knowledge, worship, and obedience 
of the only living and true God — ^that they might receive forgive- 
ness of sins, and mheritance among them that are sanctified 
through faith that is in Christ. The motives by which he en- 
forced his instruction, were the assurance of a resurrection firom 
the dead and of a righteous retribution in the world to come. 
He assured them that the gospel was designed for them ; that it 
was now sent to them ; that the grace, which it revealed was 
sufficient for them ; that he was the messenger upon the moun- 
tains of these glad tidings ; and that, if they turned from their 
former vanities to the only Lord God, whom this gospel declared 
imto them, and served him in newness of life and new obedi- 
ence — they too would share in its privileges, blessings, and 
hopes, and become heirs togetiier with the whole Israel of God 
of the grace of life. But there is not, I repeat, in any of the 
discourses of this apostle, as recorded by St Luke, a single 
' llusion to those doctrines, about which there has been so much 
controversy in modern times ; and which have formed a sepa- 
rating wall between those who believe and teach them on the 
one hand — and, on the other, those who cannot believe, and who 
dare not teach them as the revelation of Jesus Christ. Nothing 
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contained in his epistles, therefore, is to be so construed as to 
militate with his previous discourses. These come to us with 
equal authority, and are less liable to be misunderstood than his 
epistolary writings. But his epistles, if rightly understood, will 
be found to teach the same gospel, and not another. And they 
are capable of being explained — and, if they can be, they ought 
to be — ^in perfect accordance with his public discourses. 

There is as much danger in adding to, as in taking from, the 
words contained in the Book of life. And it will be recollected, 
that it was for adding something, which the revelation of Jesus 
Christ neither taught nor required, tliat the false teachers among 
the Jews were charged by the apostle with preacliing another 
gospel. They who teach for doctrine more than Christ, or the 
apostles taught, are as liable t& this charge, as they who teach 
less. We may be as wide from the truth by going too far j as 
by not going far enough. Our only safety is by following, as 
far as we are able, by the light that is given us, what the apostle 
declared to be the revelation of Jesus Christ, and what he taught 
on the authority of his divine Master. This we may be sure is 
the gospel of Christ, and is able to make us wise unto eternal 
life. It has power, if sincerely believed and faithfully practised, 
to build us up, and to insure us an inheritance among them that 
are sanctified. 

III. If, then, we are satisfied with the evidence, which St 
Paul gave of his apostleship, and with his credentials as a divinely 
commissioned messenger of Jesus Christ — and that the religion, 
which he preached was in truth the word of God — we have in 
his example, so far as it is applicable to us, a sure guide to our 
faith as Christians, and to our teaching as the ministers of Christ. 

Take then, my friends, the bible in your hands. Accompany 
this great aposde in his various journeyings ; attend to his dis- 
courses, addressed to Jews and Gentiles, wherever he was called 
to speak ; see how well they correspond to our Saviour's teach- 
ing, and to the revelation which he made to this servant of God ; 
and endeavor humbly, and diligently, and prayerfully to learn 
from him what you must believe, and what you must do, to in- 
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herit eteraal life. You may not, like the Athenians, need to be 
admonished of the folly and superstition of polytheism. You 
may not, like the Jews, require to be cautioned against confiding 
in ceremonial observances, or carnal ordinances. But you may 
desire, and think it important, to be better acquainted with the 
nature, character and government of the infinite Father, and 
with the designs and purposes of his mercy in the divine mission 
of his beloved Son. You may feel it necessary to be quickened 
and excited to greater diligence, earnestness and zeal in your 
christian attainments, in cherishing the christian spirit, in culti- 
vating and exemplifying the christian temper, and rising to a 
higher elevation in the christian character. You may deem it 
important to have your hearts warmed with a more ardent love 
to God, the fountain and source of all good ; with a more disin- 
terested benevolence and a more enlarged philanthropy towards 
the human family ; your afifections more purified and elevated 
and spiritualized ; and your whole souls brought into a more m- 
timate communion with the Father of spirits, by contemplating 
his character and attributes, and by meditating upon the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, in his kindness towards us through Jesus 
Christ. Connected as you are with this world, and exposed to 
trials, to temptations, disappointments and afflictions in your 
earthly pilgrimage, you may require and feel the want of stronger 
faith and firmer hopes, to sustain you in the hour of conflict, to 
give you the victory, and to secure for you the crown reserved 
for him that overcometh in tlie kingdom of glory. The cup of 
sorrow and death may not indeed pass from you, except ye drink 
it. And why not have your thoughts often directed to the jesur- 
rection and the life, and be supported and comforted by that 
voice, which once spake, and still echoes from the grave- of 
^^zarus, saying, * He tiiat believeth in me, though he were- 
dead, yet shall he live ! ' « And where I am, there ye shall be 
also.' 

To aid you, my christian fiiends, in your endeavors to acquire 
this firm faith and these bright hopes, and to attain this elevation 
in the christian character, is our office, as the ministers of Christ 

3 
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and the servants of God. Bear with us then, we beseech you, 
in performing as we may be able, the duties of this high and 
important trust. We make no pretensions to any miraculous 
gifts or qualifications. We would exercise no dominion over 
your faith. We have no authority to lord it over God's heri- 
tage. But we have examined the evidences of Christianity, and 
are satisfied of its truth ; that it is (rod's unspeakable gift ; that 
it contains the words of eternal life, and is able to make you 
wise unto salvation. Knowing its value, and persuaded of its 
importance to your immortal well being, * we gladly spend and 
are spent for you,' that through our instrumentality, ye may be 
made partakers of its spirit, its promises and hopes ; and share 
in its consolations, its joys, and the glory hereafter to be reveal- 
ed. We pray you, therefore, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
to God ; and receive through us, so far as we preach it, this 
gospel as the revelation of Jesus Christ. Think of the nature 
and responsibleness of the relation, in which we stand to you 
and to God ; and break not our hearts with the reflection, tliat 
we have labored in vain, and spent our strength for nought. 
Rather facilitate our labors, and gladden our hearts, and '* 
our joy, by crowding the gates of Zion, flocking to her so: i 
feasts, attending to our instruction, and walking in the trutl ; 
But, my brethren, in order to justify this claim upon the p^ - 
pie of our charge, we must preach the gospel which Paul preach- 
ed, apd not another. Like him we must draw our instruction 
from the works of creation, the dispensations of Providence, and 
especially from the revelation of Jesus Christ ; and enforce it 
upon the heart and conscience by the same high sanctions — the 
same solemn, heart-stirring motives. We must keep back no- 
thing that we believe may be profitable to our hearers. V^ , 
must not shun to declare, so far as it may be made clear to 
all the counsel of God. Jesus and the resurrection should 
the burden of our preaching. There is no danger of testifj 
too strongly, nor of pressing home too closely, the necessity of 
repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
provided, like the apostle, we explain, as we ought, and aswe may. 
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the nature of christian faith, and that repentance which is unto 
life* We should be more solicitous to make them practical 
Christians, than fierce, or even successful disputants ; for vic- 
tory here, if it be gained at the expense of a christian temper, 
is less honorable in the sight of God than defeat. There are 
truths, however, for which we ought to contend, and to contend 
earnestly, and yet meekly and humbly, as by the spirit of the 
Lord. These truths are the faith once delivered to the saints. 
Unless we contend for these truths^ when occasion requires, if 
we do 0ot deny, we make shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science, and. prove ourselves unworthy the teachers of that truth 
which hath made us free. This faith St Paul preached fireely 
and fearlessly ; and it is found in his recorded addresses, show- 
ing in such plain and direct terms the way of life, that way- 
faring men, however illiterate, may not err therein. 

We may not, with the authority of this apostle, say who they 
are that preach another gospel ; much less assume the preroga- 
tive of denouncing them we deem such. Here every religious 
teacher must bear his own burden, and give an account of him- 
self and his stewardship to God. But we may ask, if there be 
no danger of incurring this charge, in presence of that God, to 
whom belong secret things, by losing sight of those great truths, 
which are clearly revealed, and about which there is no strife 
of words — and, presuming to be wise above what is written, to 
deal in mysticisms and paradoxes, which can neither be explain- 
ed by them who teach, nor understood by them who hear? The 
prudent mariner, surely, wiU never give up his chart and his 
compass in crossing the ocean, and trust to the wild conjectures 
and conflicting opinions of his inferiors or his equals. So the 
humble inquirer after truth, whose mind is always open to the 
light, will choose to be guided by what is clearly revealed in the 
written word of God, rather than take the risk of embracing and 
teaching for doctrine the traditions and conmiandments of men. 
He will deem it §afer to follow the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
than to leave this sure and safe guide, for what may possibly 
prove another gospel. He will have less confidence m human 
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speculations, than in practical Christianity. Even the truth, if 
be hold it in unrighteousness, will not avail him. ^ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.' Let every minister of Christ — 
every servant of God — enforce his instruction by his example. 
Let him preach by his life, as well as by his lips ; that his peo- 
ple and the world may take knowledge of him, that he has been 
with Jesus ; that he has studied the life of Paul ; that he has 
caught the spirit of a christian martyr, and is not to be moved 
by the prospect of trials, of dangers, or sufferings ; that he does 
not count his life dear unto himself, so that he might finish his 
course with joy, and the ministry which he has received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.* 

* Acts, XX. 24, 



CHARGE, 

BY REV. JOSEPH FIELD, 
Pastor* of the CoDgregational Church in Weston. 



The occasion on which I am at this time to address you, 
my brother, is solemn and interesting : solemn dnd interesting 
to us all : peculiarly solemn and bteresting to yourself. When 
I look around upon this assembly, and think of the important 
object for which we have met together, and of the deep and 
intense feelings with which many of us are witnessing the trans- 
actions of this day : when I reflect upon the important reladons 
now formed, and upon the important consequences that will flow 
f om them : when I consider how many hearts are, at this mo- 
ment, expanding towards you with aflfection, in anticipation of 
the salutary influences of your future intercourse, example, and 
ministry : when I reflect upon the singleness of purpose and 
reciprocal warmth of feelmg, with which, I trust, you come unto 
this people : and above all, when I consider the spiritual nature 
of your profession, and the arduous duties and the many cares 
and trials that belong to the pastoral oflice, and see you yet en- 
tering upon it, mih a solemn appeal to heaven for the purity of 
your motives, and with the prayers of your brethren and of these 
churches, and of this people for the blessing of (Jod upon your 
endeavors ; I confess, that the solemnity and importance of the 
occasion press upon my mind with an overwhelming influence ; 
and I should shrink from the part assigned me, did I not derive 
encouragement from these very considerations, and feel, that 
the solemnity of the occasion will give a weight and power to 
my words, which they could not otherwise possess. 

It is in this spirit that I would at this time, my brother, accord- 
ing to established usage, founded on scriptural authority, and as 
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the representative of your fathers and brethren in the ministry, 
suggest to you some thoughts, relative to the new situation in 
which you are placed, and bring into view some of the duties 
that belong to it. 

Let it be distincdy understood, however, that in this part of 
our religious services no spiritual domination is attempted. We 
seek not to fetter the mind. Better let all the outward forms 
of religion perish, than have the rights of conscience invaded, 
and the spirit of free inquiry, shackled and enslaved. No : We 
have not the inspiration of the aposties. We pretend not to 
their authority and infallibility. Our remarks are the counsels 
of friendship. You are entering upon an untried course. We, 
who have made some progress in the way, would give you the 
fruit of our past experience and observation. So far as our re- 
marks seeni to you to be founded in reason and scripture, let 
them be followed, and no farther. 

Our attention is first drawn towards yourself, mdividually. 
We see you entering upon the active duties of the christian min- 
istry. — We wish you to enter upon them in such a manner, as 
to render them pleasant and easy. In order to this, a strong and 
lively interest must be felt in your profession. Your heart must 
be engaged in it. Coldness and indifference may cast dieir 
chilling influence over any bosom, rather than over that of the 
minister of the Gospel. Your individual peace and happiness ; — 
your success, in part, depends upon the zeal and ardor with which 
you perform the duties of your office. It is an office, believe 
me, fruitful in the richest and noblest satisfactions to him, who 
enters upon it with right views and feelings. I can concave of 
none, whose duties must be more irksome and unpleasant, when 
performed without a kindred temper and spirit. 

But it is not sufficient that the christian minister should enter 
with all his heart upon the duties of his profession. It is impor- 
tant that he should be well qualified for the station he fills, and 
this, not only at the commencement, but at every period of his 
ministry. Good mtentions and the best feelings are not all that 
is required. There must be knowledge. — An ignorant, illite- 
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rate minister of the gospel, is a disgrace to his profession,-— is a 
disgrace to the age. Permit me then to urge upon you, the 
necessity of constant application to those studies, which are con- 
nected with your profession. Remember, that theology is 
^ science, which from the very nature of the subjects it 

-mbraces, furnishes occupation for a life. High as the standard 
of your profession now is, it will probably advance with the pro- 
gress of the human mind. Rest not satisfied then with your 
present attainments. Think not, that, in future, you have only 
to make a practical use of the knowledge you have already ac- 
quired. In an age in which the researches of the learned, are 
every day adding something to the stock of religious knowledge, 
and in which the principles of biblical criticism are better than 
ever understood, and applied with more than usual success, the 
minister of the Gospel has much to do. He must keep pace 
with the progress of the age, or his usefulness will cease. 

In respect to your religious opmions, they are between you 
and your God. We cannot, we wish not, we dare not interfere 

••• dictate. We can only charge you, rightly to improve the 
mc:ans you possess ; to seek truth with an humble, pious, and im- 
pcu;.ial mind; and then, whatever be the result of your investi- 
gation, to adopt it fearlessly and independently, for to you it is 
the word of life. Keep your mind, however, open to conviction. 
Never attach infallibility to any opinion you embrace. Chris- 
tianity, you know, lay for many centuries, buried beneath the 
rubbish of the darker ages ; so that its spirit could hardly be 
recognised, amidst the corrupting forms under which it was 
fV}=;guised. At the reformation, many of its corruptions passed 
away. The progress of truth however has been slow. From 
that period to the present day, it has indeed been gradually ad- 

^icing. Its course has been an onward and an upward course, 
out we may not believe that it has yet reached its zenith. It is 
impossible to say what new and better views of christian truth, 
increasing light and knowledge may present. Therefore we 
exhort you, to keep your mind open to conviction. God can 
hardly inflict . upon his people a heavier curse, than a bigoted 
priesthood. 
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Let not your studies and reading however be altogether of a 
professional character. The minister of the gospel should be a 
man of general, of universal knowledge. His mmd should go 
out into the boundless field of human inquiry and draw instruc- 
tion from every source ; enriching itself with the stores of ancient 
learning, bringing to the aid of religion the charms of literature, 
and all the light which modem discoveries have shed upoa the 
sciences and the arts : thus deepening and widening the channels 
of religious truth, and making everything connected with mind 
and matter, contribute something to the great moral and religious 
purpose for which he labors. To your other acquirements add 
also, my brother, a knowledge of human nature. Study man. 
Become acquainted with the secret springs of human thought, 
and the operating motives and principles of human action. 

But what is knowledge, without those traits of character which 
adorn the office on which you have now entered ? Maintain 
then an habitual intercourse with God. Cherish the warmest 
feelings of gratitude and love towards your Saviour. Let your 
prayers and ministrations be the effusions of a heart warmed with 
the most fervent piety, and of a mind deeply impressed with the 
conviction that you are accountable to God for the faithful dis- 
charge of your ministry. 

Yes, my brother, it is of immense importance, that with an 
enlightened, well disciplined mind, should be connected a pure 
and holy and pious life. Without this, your knowledge is in 
vain ; without this, your ministry will be in vain. Let the sub- 
lime spirit of your religion, then, and the elevating, purifying 
principles of Christianity, be seen in your life. Think, speak, 
act, as a minister of the gospel should think, speak and act. 
For remember that the sanctity of the sacred office no longer 
of necessity attaches to him who fills it. The world has out- 
grown its superstitious reverence for ecclesiastical station ; and 
the minister of the gospel must now depend for his influence 
and Jiis weight of character, not on the sacredness of his profes- 
sion, but on his personal qualifications, on his moral and reli- 
gious attainments, on his fitness for that office, whose very sa- 
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credness renders his defects raore glaring, and heaps upon them 
a deeper disgrace. 

The remarks which I have now made, apply to you only in 
your individual character. I would say something of the duties 
that more particularly arise out of your immediate connexion 
with this people. These relate to your public instructions, and 
to your private social intercourse with the members of your so- 
ciety. In regard to the former, our language is, dispense to this 
people faithfully the word of God. Let your public discourses 
be the result of much study and reflection. The labor of com- 
position engrosses much of the time and exhausts much of the 
strength of the christian mmister. Permit me to say on this 
subject, that your time and strength may be greatly saved by 
judicious habits of mental discipline, and that you will find it 
highly useful, not merely to draw the sketches, but also to fill 
up the outlines of your discourses in your mind, before commit- 
ting your thoughts to paper. Think long and deeply, but write 
rapidly. Thus there will not only be a saving of time and 
strength, but something of the glow and ardor and unction of 
extempcwaneous speaking in your style, and sufficient thought 
in your sermons. I have said that your discourses should be the 
result of much study and reflection. The age requires it. 
M6re prettiness of style and elegance of fancy will not suit the 
present times. The understanding must be addressed. In an 
enlightened age, when the mind is everywhere active, as it now 
is, mankind will not be satisfied with empty declamation. There 
must be thought ; something in our public discourses on which 
the mind may feed, by which it may be nourished. 

You enter the ministry, my brother, in an age marked by its 
controversial spirit ; and there is great danger of imbibmg the 
spirit of the age. I beseech you to guard against it. " Mingle 
not the bitter waters of Marah with the sweet and refreshing 
streams of christian charity and love. Let it be your object, 
not to make your people skilful combatants, acute controversial- 
ists ; but to make them better ; — better men, better Christians, 
While therefore you defend the great principles of protest- 

4 
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antism, and preach without reservation what appears to you to 
be the essential truths of Christianity, let your discourses be, 
like those of your Saviour, eminently practical. 

Seek not merely to gratify the taste of your audience ; nor to 
kindle a momentary enthusiasm of feeling, under the influence 
of which the understanding is prostrated. Nor on the other 
hand, rest satisfied with a cold and lifeless inculcation of duty ; 
but let your discourses be of a character to produce permanent 
effects. Disdain not to clothe practical truth in a dress attractive 
and interesting. Call in to your aid the graces of manner and 
the charms of diction, and press duty upon your people with all 
the power and eloquence which God has given you, and which 
the importance of religious truth demands. 

I have said that controversy should be avoided ; I thmk that 
doctrinal discussions can be most profitably pursued in our pri- 
vate intercourse with our people ; when the peculiar difficulties 
that press upon their minds may be best discerned and most 
fully considered, and those objections against Christianity, or 
our particular views of Christianity, may be confuted, which are 
perhaps in themselves insignificant, and below the dignity of 
public discussion, but which acquire importance by their influ- 
ence upon the individual. There are times, however, whc > in 
public we are obliged to defend, not only our religion, but the 
particular views of Christianity which we embrace. Should 
those times come, shrink not from the duty. If it must be so, 
let the cloud burst — let the lightning fall ; yet let it fall not in 
anger, but in mercy — not to scathe and wither and consume^ 
but to purify and cleanse the moral and religious atmosphere, 
and to produce a healthful state of mind and heart. 

The duties of the christian minister^are not confined to the 
public services of the temple. It is perhaps in the family circle, 
in your familiar pastoral intercourse, that you will find yru 
greatest means and opportunities of doing good. Go foivh laen 
among this people, blessing and to be blest. Let your inter- 
course with them be influenced by the sublime motive of win- 
ning souls to God. Let it be familiar and afiectionate. Feel 
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towards them, and let them see that you feel towards them, a 
friendship and esteem which become the relation you sustain ; 
and that among the strongest desires of your heart is the desire 
of seeing them growing in grace, in a knowledge of duty, and 
in favor with God. Lead the young gently and tenderly mto 
tlie path of duty. Mould their minds to virtue and piety, and 
exert over them the full influence of your station. 

Forget not the aged and infirm. Administer to their spiritual 
good, and smooth, as you can, their downward passage to the 
tomb. In fine, wherever among your people duty calls you, 
there be found, actively engaged in your Master's service ; so 
that when the ear hears you it may bless you, and when the eye 
sees you it may bear witness to you, and the blessing of him 
who is ready to perish may come upon you. 

In respect to your intercourse with your brethren in the mi- 
nistry, act upon the liberal principles of the gospel ; and if you 
believe, as I trust you do believe, that the pious and upright of 
every denomination shall meet in heaven ; then let your prac- 
tice correspond with your belief, and begin that heaven on 
earth, by cherishing towards others feelings of christian affec- 
tion, and extending towards them the hand of christian chaiity 
and love. / 

You come among this people under auspices the most favor- 
able. I rejoice with you, that the pressure of your ministerial 
duties will be lightened by the cooperation of one, who has so 
well fulfilled them for more than half a century. I rejoice with 
him, in the prospect he enjoys of having his declining years 
(and may they be many and may they be happy) cheered and 
gladdened by youthful friendship and affection. Shall I speak 
of the feelings you are to cherish towards this aged servant of 
God, and of the nature and character of that peculiarly inte- 
resting intercourse which you are to preserve with him ? On 
this subject, your own heart is the best mofiitor ; and the cha- 
racter you sustain among us is our surest pledge, that these feel- 
ings and this intercourse will be all that we can desire. 



28 

Go forth then, I repeat it, go forth among this people, bless- 
ing and to be blest ; participating in their happiness, sympa- 
thizing in their sorrows ; their steady and abiding friend and 
counsellor through all the changes and vicissitudes of their 
earthly being; their spiritual guide to another and a better 
world. 

May your ministry, my brother, be as long and as happy and 
as successful as that which has preceded it ; and when many 
winters shall have passed over your head, may the weight of 
years and the infirmities of age fall as lighdy upon you as they 
have fallen upon our venerable brother, who this day welcomes 
you to a participation in the duties and trials and joys of his 
ministry ; and may your sun, like his, go down with undimi- 
nished brightness, shedding with its declining beams Or mild and 
salutary and grateful influence around. 



RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 

BY REV. RALPH WALDO EMERSON, 
Pastor of the Second Church in Boston. 



The ancient custom of ofTering a new pastor the expression 
of the sympathy of the churches, is no unsuitable rite in the 
ceremonies of ordination, and hath a deep foundation in reason. 
There is no sympathy so strong as that which exists between the 
good, and this fellow-feeling Christianity has done all to foster. 

Whilst men are in the moral darkness which vice produces, 
each individual is a sect by himself; each is a self-seeker, with 
his hands agamst every man, and every man's hands against 

:ii. Each, forgetful of all other rights and feelings, is strain- 
iiig every nerve to build up his own sordid advantage, and tearing 
down his neighbor's happiness, if need be, to build up his own. 
His eye is blind, his ear is deaf to the great harmonies, by which 
God has yoked together the social and the selfish good of his 
children. 

Just in proportion as men grow wiser and better, their efibrts 
converge to a point. For, as truth is one, in seeking it, they all. 
aim to conform their actions to one standard. When intelligent 
men talk together, it is remarkable how much they think alike, 
how many propositions are taken for granted, that are disputed, 
word by word, in the conversation of ignorant persons. The 
rti'ie enlightened men are, the greater is this unanimity, as is 
attested by the common wonder, when two minds of unques- 
tionable elevation, come to opposite conclusions. As it is with 
the mind, so is it with the heart. As two minds agreeing with 
truth, do mutually agree, so, if their affections are right with 
God, they will be true to one another. 
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Christianity aims to teach the perfection of human nature, 
and eminently, therefore, does it teach the unity of the spirit. 
It is not only in its special precepts, but by all its operations, a 
law of love. It does by its revelation of Grod, and of the true 
purposes and the true rules of life, operate to bind up, to join 
together, and not to distinguish and separate. It proclaimed 
peace. But it speaks first to its own disciples, * be of one mind ; ' 
else, with what countenance should the church say to the world 
of men, love one another. 

And thousands and thousands of hearts have heard the com- 
mandment and anon with joy received it. All men on whose 
souls the light of God's revelation truly shineth, with whatever 
apparent differences, are substantiaUy of one mind, work to- 
gether, whether consciously or not, for one and the same good. 
Faces that never beheld each other, are lighted by it ynth the 
same expression. Hands that were never clasped, toil unceas- 
ingly at the same work. This it is, which makes the omnipo- 
tence of truth in the keeping of feeble men, — this fellowship in 
all its servants, this swift consenting acknowledgment with which 
they hail it when it appears. Grod's truth ; it is that electric 
spark which flies instantaneously through the countless hands 
that compose the chain. Truth, — not like each form of error, 
depending for its repute on the powers and influence of here 
and there a solitary mind that espouses it, — combines hosts for 
its support, and makes them cooperate across mountains and 
oceans, yea and ages of time. 

This is what was meant in that beautiful sentiment of ancient 
philosophy, that God had so intimately linked all wise men to 
each other, that if one should only lift his finger in Rome, all 
the rest were benefited by it, though in Egypt, or Asia. This 
is what was meant by that one body in Christ j of which all his 
disciples are the members. 

Sir, it is this sentiment which is recognised in the ancient and 
smple rite of the churches. God has bound heart to heart by 
invisible and eternal bands, by oneness of nature, of duty, and 
of hope.. To us is ^ one Lord, one faith, one baptism.' And» 
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in acknowledgment of these divine connexions existing between 
us, the Christian churches, whose organ I am, do offer you, my 
brother, this right hand of their fellowship. They greet you by 
me, to the exalted relations on which now you are entering ; 
they give you a solemn welcome to great duties, to honorable 
sacriijces, to unremitting studies, and to the eternal hope of all 
souls. They exhort you to all pious resolutions, and they pledge 
to you, by this sign, their sympathy, their aid, and their inter- 
cession. They say to you, that so long as in purity of heart, 
you do the work of God in this vineyard of his, — you are not 
alone, but you shall be secure of the love and the furtherance 
not of these churches only, but of all righteous men. In every 
hour of perplexity or affliction, tliey shall encourage and aid and 
bless you, by desire, and by word, and by action. And when 
the day of success comes to you, and you see around you in tliis 
garden of the Lord, the fruit of your virtues and the light of 
your example, and the truth you teach shine forth together, in 
that day a kindred joy shall touch our hearts — we shall be glad 
'^th you, and give thanks with you, and hope for you. 

Sir, it is with sincere pleasure that I speak for the churches^ 
y\ this occasion, and on this spot, hallowed to all by so many 
patriotic, and to me, by so many affectionate recollections. I 
feel a peculiar, a personal right to welcome you hither to the 
home and the temple of my fathers. I believe the church 
whose pastor you are will forgive me the allusion, if I express 
the extreme interest which every man feels in the scene of the 
trials and labors of his ancestors. Five out of seven of your 
predecessors are my kindred. They are in the dust, who bind my 
attachment to this place — but not all. I cannot help congratulating 
you that one survives, to be to you the true friend and venerable 
counsellor he has ever been to me. I heartily rejoice to see their 
labors and a portion of his restbg on one who comes with such abil- 
ity, and, as I trust, with such devout feeling, to the work. Suffer 
me, then, as for them^ to offer you my hand, and receive with it, 
my brother, my best wishes and prayers for your success in yoiu: 
great undertaking, ^d for your everlasting welfare. 



ADDRESS TO THE SOCIETY. 

BY REV. JOHN WHITE, 
Pafltor of the Third Church in Dedham. 



Christian Brethren and Friends — 

The relation subsisting between a pastor and his flock 
involves many important and interesting duties. While the 
pastor owes much to his people, the people owe much to their 
pastor. The connexion is happy, and followed by beneficial 
results according to their fidelity in discharging mutual obliga- 
tions. There is reason to believe that the nature and extent of 
these obligations are familiar to most of you ; that few, if any, 
need information concerning this subject, on account of any 
deficiency of knowledge. And so far, as this is true, I might 
without furtlier discussion submit to your private consideration 
the topics suggested by the occasion. Yet it may be useful to 
* stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance,' and bring 
distincdy to view the most prominent, at least, of the duties 
devolving upon you, as members of this religious society. 

Permit one, therefore, to undertake this service, whose early 
days were spent among you, and who received some of his 
earliest religious impressions from the servant of God, with 
whom, as his long and active ministry is drawing to a close, is 
this day associated the man of his, and your choice, a partner 
of his labors, a fellow-helper in his declining years. On an 
occasion, with which are connected many affecting recollections, 
when it would be pleasant to indulge myself in reflections and 
remembrances personally interesting, allow me to offer a few 
remarks upon the duties of a Christian Church and Society to 
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their Pastor. They are, mdeed, suggested by a consideration 
of the purposes of the Christian ministry. Recollecting the 
proper objects, for which a Christian teacher is constituted and 
ordained an overseer of a part of a flock, of which Jesus Christ 
is the great shepherd, you will readily determine in what man- 
ner on your part those objects are to be accomplished. 

You will not, I believe, be disposed to deny, that the happi- 
ness and usefulness of a minister depends in a very considerable 
degree upon the good wishes and kind offices of his people. 
By their friendly attention his labors are rendered less oppres- 
sive. -Their ready support encourages him in fulfilling the 
arduous duties of the ministerial office. Their aid in forming 
and executing plans favorable to moral and religious improve- 
ment gives increased vigor to his eferts. If he has satisfactory 
evidence of possessing the confidence, affections and sympathy, 
of those on whose behalf he is employbg his talents as an 
ambassador of Christ, the weight of his cares must be essentially 
diminished ; and while they are interested in acquiring a know- 
ledge of truth, he feels that the service demanded of him is 
already half done at his hands. 

To you, then, and to your kind and constant regard, we 
commend him, who has just been solemnly set apart for the 
service of God in the gospel of his Son, and is constituted by 
your choice and the ceremonies of this occasion, a watchman 
on this part of the walls of Zion. To the aged and the young, 
to parents and children, to individuals and families, to all, who 
here assemble at stated seasons to worship the God of our 
fathers and our God, we commend your younger Pastor. Let 
those, who are standing on the verge of the grave, bestow upon 
him their patriarchal benedictions ; and, as the ties which bind 
them to the present world are about to be dissolved, receive 
firom him with grateful affection, the words of consolation, de- 
signed to smooth their passage to eternity, and add to the peace 
of their dying moments. Let those, who are passing the meri- 
dian of life, listen with candor to his persuasions, and employ 
the vigor and strength of manhood, the energy peculiar to this 
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best portion of their days on earth, in promotmg with him the 
cause of morality, religion, and human happiness. Let the 
young, as they are accomplii^ing the early part of life's pilgrim- 
age, welcome him as then' counsellor and guide, in the path 
which leads to l.onor and felicity in this world, and to those 
joys in the world to come, which never fade. 

Receive him not m the character of a minister only, but of a 
friend to participate your joys, sympathize in your sorrows, and 
share with you in the innocent pleasures of the domestic and 
social "circle. Permit him to come among you as one whota 
you can respect, without feeling at the same time any unpleasant 
restraint. Teach your children to believe, that when they are 
in the presence of their minister, they are in the presence of a 
friend ; of one who is concerned for their welfare, who ought 
not to be regarded with fear and distrust, nor avoided as a being 
of another order. Teach them to cherish toward him not only 
respect, but affection. 

While I am speakmg of the means of rendering his situation 
pleasant, and his services profitable, allow me further and more 
particularly to recommend and urge a regular attendance on thr' 
public worship of God. When the sabbath returns, let it b' ' 
with it a r^urn of those devotional sentiments, which pei aps 
the cares of the preceding week have partly obliterated. Let 
it be witness of renewed self-dedication in the temple of the 
Lord. Come, my friends, with a firesh and sincere offering to 
him, who, though he dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
yet condescends to regard with favor the prayers of his humble 
worshippers. Come with hearts and minds open to admit and 
profit by the light of truth. Approach with your children to 
the sacred fount, and offer them to God in baptism ; and when 
the memorials of the sufferings and death of Christ are exhibit- 
ed, come and partake of them, and be reminded at his table of 
the strength of your Christian obligations. It is unnecessarj , 
observe how much the spirits are depressed, and devotion 
chilled, when, as the eye wanders from one part to another 
the edifice consecrated to religious purposes, it meets only here 
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and there a soHtary wcwrshipper ; or on the contrary, what energy- 
it is adapted to inspire in the preacher, what fervor it commu- 
nicates to the devotion of all, to behold a large assembly com- 
posed of persons, who desire not only to be hearers of the word 
but doers of the work. 

In connexion with my remarks on this topic it seems proper 
to say, that although your pastor will not claim the privilege of 
dictating to you with authority the articles of your faith, since 
one is our Master even Christ, and we are all brethren, though 
he wiD not, we believe, denounce you as unbelievers, nor place 
you on a level with reprobates, should you not implicitly receive 
for truth, whatever in his estimation bears this character, yet he 
will justly anticipate a fair and impartial examination on your 
part of the weight of the arguments adduced by him in favor of 
his own views of the doctrines and duties revealed and inculcated 
in the holy scriptures. He will not claim infallibility, but will 
have a right to demand the consideration due to one, whose 
time and talents are devoted to the investigation of the records 
of divine wisdom. — At the same time, be exhorted, my friends, 
* not to give place by subjection, no not for an hour' to any onty 
who would in any form abridge your christian liberty. Lend 
no aid to bigotry. Preserve your minds free from prejudice, and 
from an undue attachment to any of those sects or parties, which 
divide the christian world : and, imbibing the pure spirit of the 
religion of Jesus, judge impartially, with a disposition to allow to 
others the same credit for sincerity, which you ask for your- 
selves. Follow no example of an illiberal temper. We be- 
seech you, return good for evil, and fulfil the law of christian 
love. 

You will not forget in your connexion and intercourse with your 
^ young pastor, that, since we are all encompassed by infirmity, 
he likewise, will be subject to the mfluence of human passions. 
Remembering, that all of us are but men, you will not be dis- 
posed to mark with severity every fault, but in the exercise of 
candor and forbearance overlook many imperfections incident 
to this state of being. 
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As to the means of temporal subsistence, your past liberalitjr 
to the senior pastor, your present harmony, and aD the circum- 
stances attending your invitation to him, who this day is ordained 
over you, justify the belief, that he will be amply supplied and 
free from embarrassments of a pecuniary nature, which too often 
obstruct ministerial usefulness. 

I would refer to the duty of praying for your religious teacher 
Let it be one of the subjects of your petitions, when in seer*, 
you offer your addresses to the Most High, or when at the fam- 
ily altar you present the mombg and evening oblation, that 
whoever regularly officiates in this place, as a minister of the 
gospel, may ever be endued with gifts qualifying him for an 
acceptable and profitable discharge of his sacred obligations. 
Beseech the giver of all good, that he who is now commencing 
his course of duty, may be assisted by the counsels of experi- 
ence from a father in the church, with whom he expects to labor 
as long, as God shall continue both of them in this state of trial, 
and by that wisdom, which is from above. Pray that he may 
be guided by prudence and discretion in every new trial accom- 
panying his new station* 

I have mentioned the importance and necessity of a regular 
observance of the outward ordinances of religion and of those 
external tokens of kindness, affection and confidence, which are 
adapted to encourage a christian teacher in his parochial visits 
and in the ministrations of the temple. The truth, however, 
should not be permitted to pass away from the mind, that the 
love and the knowledge of God and of man are to be preferred 
before sacrifices ; that obedience is better than whole burnt 
offering. I conceive, that the most gratifying evidence of good 
will to your pastor and of a proper estimation of his services, the 
best cordial to be administered, when his heart is heavy and hi: 
spirits are ready to droop under the pressure of the cares ai\ 
anxieties irifcident to his office, will consist in your regular ai i 
uniform progress from one degree of knowledge and virtue to 
another; in your practical godliness, your peaceful temper, 
your works of benevolence and charity, your well-ordered con- 
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versation, and your display of the fruits of the spirit of the gospel 
in all the relations of life. 

My friends, this is indeed to you a happy day. May it be 
the forerunner of many happy days, months and years, until 
death shdH break the tie, that unites the hearts of pastor and 
people. We rejoice with you in the pleasing circumstances of 
the present occasion. But while the occasion, on which we are 
r on^ ened, furnishes cause of present congratulation and of pleas- 
ing anticipation, it will not pass away without awakening inter- 
esting recollections of preceding time. I believe it will not 
accord with your feelings, and surely it will not be agreeable 'to 
my own, to close this part of the exercises of the day, without 
particular reference to your continued connexion with the aged 
and venerated pastor, who has through many years been devoted 
to your service ; a connexion, which, I may be allowed to say, 
has been preserved under circumstances highly honorable to 
himself and to you. Those of us who have enjoyed the benefits 
Oi his ministry, shall not cease to remember his admonitions, 
his prayers, his protracted and unwearied exertions for the ben- 
efit of his people, nor neglect to ofier our petitions before the 
throne of grace, that his usefulness may be continued and the 
blessing of Heaven follow him during the remnant of his days 
on eai'th. 

More than fifty years have rolled away, since your present 
senior pastor was ordained over this christian church and society. 
He has survived most of those, who were active in procuring 
his settiement in this place } most of those, indeed, who had 
then entered upon this stage of existence. Having, according 
to the order of Providence nearly completed his labors on earth, 
h . yet waits, perhaps, to pronounce his last benediction on his 
contemporaries, as they yield their spirits into the hands of him, 
who gave them, and ere he departs to receive his reward. Your 
own hearts without any suggestions from me, will dictate the 
measure of respect, confidence and affection due to one, who 
now relinquishes in part the burden, which to a vigorous old 
age must be oppressive. While you bail the rising sun and bid 
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it welcome, as it sheds abroad the light of the morning, you will 
recollect, that the setting sun in a serene and cloudless sky is 
encircled with splendor and attractions peculiarly its own. 

And now, my iriends, permit me to express my personal con- 
gratulations on account of your present condition and your 
prospect of the future. For I feel myself associated with you 
by sometliing more, than the common bond, which unites all 
Christians. When I look around, I perceive that in this place, 
where our fathers worshipped, a new generation has risen up, 
since I was accustomed here to unite in the services of the sanc- 
tuary ; and I am induced to ask in language like that of a prophet, 
— our fathers ! where are they ? — Many of them, most of them 
have fallen asleep, and they hear not the sound of earthly voices, 
which echo from these walls, where they once took a part in 
celebrating the praises of Jehovah. Peace to their ashes ! Hal- 
lowed be their memory ! May you, who survive, and as each 
holy day returns, assemble on this spot, long since consecrated 
to christian worship, to pay your homage to the Father of the 
universe through Jesus the Mediator, havbg filled up the meas- 
ure of your days on earth, be admitted, both pastors and people, 
to join in a purer service in a heavenly temple. 



